Learning Objectives:
Upon meeting all course requirements, the student should:
• Develop an understanding of the history of diversity and the current state of access in American higher education • Have a deeper understanding of the experiences of "Dominant and NonDominant" students, and the effect of diverse learning environments on the student outcomes • Begin to develop an understanding of implications for higher education and generate ideas for addressing those implications 
Required E-mail:
Students are expected to use their UMass Lowell e-mail accounts or to have their UMass Lowell accounts forwarded to a personal account. Class information and reminders will be sent via e-mail using UMass Lowell student e-mail addresses.
Electronic Devices:
While class is in session, students are REQUIRED to have all electronic devices turned OFF. Devices used in class are subject to confiscation by the instructor until the end of class. The use of electronic devices during class time can result a grade of Unsatisfactory for that day's participation and classroom behavior.
Academic Dishonesty:
"Academic dishonesty is prohibited in all programs of the University." This includes plagiarism, which is "representing the words or ideas of another as one's own work in any academic exercise." <www.uml.edu/catalog/undergraduate/policies/academic_dishonesty.htm> [Accessed 8.27 .09]
APA Format:
All papers must be formatted according to the American Psychological Association's (APA) Guidelines.
Grading
This three-credit course is graded on a 4 pt scale. Although specific rubrics will be applied to assignments, the overall grading system for courses is based on the system below. Serious neglect or evidence of cheating.
Attendance:
Attendance in the course is mandatory. If you are unable to attend a class session you must contact me in advance. Excessive absence from scheduled course sessions may result in up to a 5 point reduction in your final grade.
Participation:
Each day, students are expected to:
• Come to class with their homework completed • Contribute to all discussions and answer and ask questions where necessary • Respect other classmates' opinions and ideas, and the issues presented by guests
Mid-Term Paper I:
Students will complete a 10 page research paper concerning an aspect of Higher Education Access as it pertains to the non-dominate identities of students. Students will discuss and finalize their topics with the professor in class on February 11.
Mid-Term Presentation:
Students will facilitate a 10 minute presentation during class on the topic of the Mid-Term Paper.
The presentation should include multi-media, guided interactive discussion, and an opportunity for questions and answers. The purpose of the presentation is to enhance and deepen your classmates understanding of your topic. Students must also provide the rest of the class with their multi-media presentation as well as a 1 page executive summary.
Mid-Term Paper II:
Students will complete a 10 page research paper concerning the impact of diversity in the campus community, student, faculty and staff, on the student experience and success. Student groups will discuss and finalize their topics with the professor in class on March 4.
Final Group Project:
Student groups will complete a 15 page research paper concerning a major topic in the area of diversity in higher education. This paper should include a statement of the problem, a review of the pertinent literature demonstrating the existence and magnitude of the problem, and proposed solution(s) to the problem supported by theory and evidence in research and literature.
Final Presentation:
Students groups will facilitate a 45 minute presentation during class on the topic of the Final Project. The presentation should include multi-media, guided interactive discussion, and an opportunity for questions and answers. The purpose of the presentation is to enhance and deepen your classmates understanding of your topic. In addition to the presentation, students must provide the rest of the class with their multi-media presentation as well as a 1 page executive summary. 
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